
 
 

CITY OF ALLEGAN 
 CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION MEETING 
 Monday, May 9, 2022, 5:30PM 
 City Council Chambers   -   231 Trowbridge Street 
 Allegan, Michigan 
 

 
***NO ACTION IS TAKEN DURING THE STUDY SESSION*** 

 
Call to Order 

  
Public Comment Period 
 
Round Table Discussion amongst Council Members 
 
Discussion regarding Section 2-323 and 2-324 of the City of Allegan Code of Ordinances 
 
Discussion regarding Summer Study Session Outreach meeting 
 
Discussion regarding City of Allegan Park Security 
 
Discussion regarding City Council Regent Sponsorship 

 
 Review of Council Agenda  
 
 Adjourn to regular meeting to begin at 7:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



City Manager’s Office 
231 Trowbridge Street 

Allegan, MI 49010 
269.673.5511 

 
MEMORANDUM 
  
TO:   Allegan City Council 
FROM:   Michaela Kleehammer 
REVIEWED BY:  Joel Dye, City Manager 
DATE:   May 9, 2022 
 
SUBJECT:  Section 2-323 and 2-324 of the City of Allegan Code of Ordinances. 
  
Action Requested: 
It is requested that City Council review and discuss Section 2-323 and 2-324 of the City of Allegan 
Code of Ordinances.  
 
Background: 
The Ordinance Rewrite group meets once a week to review and discuss the chapters of the City’s 
Code of Ordinances. While parsing through Chapter 2, the group debated whether the purchasing 
amount that requires Council approval should be amended. Some Council members expressed 
interest in increasing the amount that the City Manager is authorized to approve without Council 
approval. 
 
Below is the current language from Chapter 2 of our Ordinances.  
 

Sec. 2-323. - Purchase for items or services between one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) and 
less than five thousand dollars ($5,000.00). 

(a) The city manager or other employees designated by the city manager, subject to 
budgetary appropriations, may make and approve purchases of articles, commodities, 
supplies, materials, equipment and contractual services where the estimated cost 
exceeds one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) but less than five thousand dollars 
($5,000.00) in accordance with the purchasing procedures set forth in subsection (b), 
(c), and (d) without further approval of the city council. 

(b) All purchases should be made by soliciting competitive prices by obtaining at least two 
(2) written quotes to be submitted to the city manager for his authorization. 
Competitive bidding shall not be required for purchases under this section. The city 
manager shall make sure that an appropriation has first been approved by the city 
council, that a sufficient unencumbered balance remains in the appropriation, and that 
sufficient funds will be available to cover the claim or meet the obligation when it 
becomes due and payable. 



City Manager’s Office 
231 Trowbridge Street 

Allegan, MI 49010 
269.673.5511 

(c) The city manager shall promptly turn in a copy of the receipt for purchased items to the 
finance department. The receipt will also require a signature of the purchaser as well as 
the city manager's signature and general ledger account code. 

(d) Any employee who shall use the purchase procedure set forth in this section where it is 
not in fact necessary, or who shall split purchases or cause them to be split in order to 
evade any of the provisions of this section shall be guilty of misfeasance and such act 
shall be cause for dismissal or removal from office. 

Sec. 2-324. - Purchase for items or services between five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) and 
less than twenty thousand dollars ($20,000.00). 

(a) For all purchases, subject to budgetary appropriations, of articles, commodities, 
supplies, materials, equipment, contractual services, and other professional services 
where the estimated cost exceeds five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) but less than twenty 
thousand dollars ($20,000.00), and in accordance with the purchasing procedures set 
forth in subsection (b), (c), and (d), the city manager shall obtain at least two (2) 
competitive quotations and shall submit quotes to city council with a recommendation 
for its approval. No purchase order shall be released or voucher drawn until the city 
council has approved the purchase. 

(b) All purchases should be made by soliciting competitive prices by obtaining at least two 
(2) written quotes to be submitted to the city manager for his authorization. 
Competitive bidding shall not be required for purchases under this section. The city 
manager shall make sure that an appropriation has first been approved by the city 
council, that a sufficient unencumbered balance remains in the appropriation, and that 
sufficient funds will be available to cover the claim or meet the obligation when it 
becomes due and payable. 

(c) The city manager shall promptly turn in a copy of the receipt for purchased items to the 
finance department. The receipt will also require a signature of the purchaser as well as 
the city manager's signature and general ledger account code. 

(d) Any employee who shall use the purchase procedure set forth in this section where it is 
not in fact necessary, or who shall split purchases or cause them to be split in order to 
evade any of the provisions of this section shall be guilty of misfeasance and such act 
shall be cause for dismissal or removal from office. 

 
Attachment(s): 
None. 
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MEMORANDUM 
  
TO:   Allegan City Council 
FROM:   Parker Johnson, Downtown Manager & Assistant to the City Manager 
REVIEWED BY:  Joel Dye, City Manager 
DATE:   May 9, 2022 
 
SUBJECT:  Study Session Outreach Meeting 
 
 
Action Requested:  
It is requested that City Council discuss the idea of rescheduling one or more summer study 
sessions during the months of June, July, or August to occur outside during the Fork in the Road 
food truck rally. 
 
Background:  
The popular Fork in the Road: A Food Truck Rally series will return to Downtown Allegan on 
Monday, June 13 from 5pm-8pm and run until Monday, August 29. The additional five weeks to 
the original seven is not the only change this year, as there will also be five to six trucks on site 
each week instead of just four. 

The idea was brought up at a recent study session to hold one or more future sessions outside 
during the food truck rally this summer to give the city council members the opportunity to meet 
with residents over food as well as enjoy the event themselves. 

Attachment(s): 
N/A 
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MEMORANDUM 
  
TO:   Allegan City Council 
FROM:   Joel Dye, City Manager 
REVIEWED BY:  N/A  
DATE:   May 9, 2022 
 
SUBJECT:  Vandalism in City Parks and associate penalties. 
  
Action Requested: 
It is requested that City Council discuss the increased vandalism in City Parks. 
 
Background: 
Over the past few years there has been several instances of vandalism at our city parks, 
specifically at our Riverfront Restrooms and Jaycee Park Restrooms.  Using city owned security 
cameras and residents, we can identify the perpetrator(s) most of the times who vandalize the 
Riverfront Restrooms, however, we have never moved forward with assigning penalties as 
afforded in Section 18-29 of the City Ordinances. Regarding the Jaycee Park Restrooms we do 
not have security cameras at that location, as such we seldom identify the perpetrator(s) in that 
instance.   
 
For Monday’s discussion, we are hoping that council can discuss this increase in vandalism, 
discuss the increased use of security cameras at Jaycee Park Restrooms, and how they would like 
staff to proceed with enforcing Section 18-29.   
 
Attachment(s): 
Chapter 18 of the City Code of Ordinances. 



Chapter 18 - PARKS AND RECREATION[1]  

Footnotes:  

--- (1) ---  

Charter reference— Authority concerning parks, § 117 et seq. 

Cross reference— Open burning for recreational purposes, § 11-27; planning, Ch. 20; streets, sidewalks 
and other public places, Ch. 25. 

State Law reference— Authority to operate recreation and playgrounds, MCL 123.51 et seq., MSA 
5.2421 et seq. 

ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL  

Sec. 18-1. - Parks commission—Creation.  

There is hereby created a commission of the city to be known as the parks commission to accomplish 
the public purpose and whose powers, duties, and responsibilities shall be set forth.  

(Ord. No. 246, § 1, 1-9-89; Ord. No. 267, § 1, 7-9-90)

Sec. 18-2. - Same—Purpose.  

(a) The parks commission shall advise and make recommendations to the city council on the city parks 
system's management, operation, and use. Such responsibilities shall include:  

(1) Preparation, recommendation to the city council for adoption, and continual evaluation of a master 
plan for development of the city park system.  

(2) Recommending to the city manager annually a budget covering the acquisition, development, 
maintenance and operation of the city park system.  

(3) Recommending to the city council capital improvement projects and grants for the city park 
system.  

(4) Recommending to the city council policies, rules, and regulations related to the use, operation, 
and maintenance of the city park system.  

(5) Preparing an annual report to the city council on the management, operation, and use of the city 
park system.  

(b) When undertaking its responsibilities, the commission shall recognize that coordinated recreation 
efforts are needed to provide recreation programs and facilities for all citizens. The commission shall 
cooperate with community service organizations in providing recreation programs.  

(Ord. No. 267, § 2, 7-9-90)

Sec. 18-3. - Same—Composition.  

The parks commission shall consist of no more than seven (7) voting members, all of whom shall be 
registered electors of the city. One (1) of the seven (7) members shall be a person currently serving on the 
city council. One (1) of the seven (7) members shall be a person currently serving on the cemetery 
committee. All voting members shall be appointed by the mayor and confirmed by a majority of the members 
elected and serving on the city council.  



(Ord. No. 267, § 2, 7-9-90)

Sec. 18-4. - Same—Term of office.  

The terms of office of the parks commission voting members shall be three (3) years, except:  

(i) That for the first members appointed, three (3) shall be appointed for a three-year term, two (2) 
members shall be appointed for a two (2) year term, and two (2) shall be appointed for a one (1) 
year term.  

(ii) The city councilmember shall serve only so long as he or she is on the city council. 

Except for the initial appointment of commission members where a member's term shall commence 
upon appointment, all terms of office shall commence on January 1. If a commission member's term has 
expired, and a successor has not been appointed, the commission members shall continue to serve until a 
successor is appointed.  

(Ord. No. 267, § 2, 7-9-90)

Sec. 18-5. - Same—Vacancies.  

Vacancies on the parks commission shall be filled in the same manner as initial appointments for the 
remainder of the unexpired term of the appointment vacated.  

(Ord. No. 267, § 2, 7-9-90)

Sec. 18-6. - Same—Removal from office.  

A commission member may be removed from the parks commission by the city council at any time for 
cause upon the city council receiving a recommendation for removal by the parks commission.  

(Ord. No. 267, § 2, 7-9-90)

Sec. 18-7. - Same—Compensation.  

Members of the parks commission shall receive no compensation, but shall be entitled to their actual 
and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.  

(Ord. No. 267, § 2, 7-9-90)

Sec. 18-8. - Same—Meetings.  

All meetings of the parks commission, except as otherwise permitted by law, shall be open to the public 
and held in compliance with Act No. 267 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1976 as amended, and as may 
be amended. Meetings of the commission may be called by the commission chairperson or any two (2) of 
its members.  

(Ord. No. 267, § 2, 7-9-90)

Sec. 18-9. - Same—Quorum.  



A majority of the members of the parks commission shall constitute a quorum for conducting the 
business of the commission.  

(Ord. No. 267, § 2, 7-9-90)

Sec. 18-10. - Same—Chairperson.  

The members of the parks commission shall, in January of each year, elect one (1) of its members as 
chairperson. The chairperson shall be responsible for conducting all meetings of the commission. Another 
member of the commission, selected by commission members present, may serve as temporary 
chairperson for a meeting from which the chairperson is absent.  

(Ord. No. 267, § 2, 7-9-90)

Sec. 18-11. - Same—Execution of contracts and commitment of funds.  

The parks commission may advise and make recommendations to the city council regarding the 
entering into of contracts or the expenditure of city funds in connection with the city park system, but may 
not itself enter into contracts or commit city funds.  

(Ord. No. 267, § 2, 7-9-90)

Secs. 18-12—18-20. - Reserved. 

ARTICLE II. - RULES AND REGULATIONS[2]  

 

Footnotes:  

--- (2) ---  

Editor's note—Section 2 of Ord. No. 246, adopted Jan. 9, 1989, provided for the renumbering of §§ 18-
1—18-8 and placed such renumbered sections in a new Art. II, to allow for codification of a new § 18-1, 
as added by § 1 of Ord. No. 246. The editor has renumbered §§ 18-1—18-8 as §§ 18-21—18-28. 

Sec. 18-21. - Possession of alcoholic liquor.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to possess any alcoholic liquor in a container which is open, 
uncapped or upon which the seal is broken, or consume any alcoholic liquor in any parks owned or operated 
by the city; provided, however, that the alcoholic liquor may be sold, possessed and consumed in the public 
parks during the period of a special license with a specific approval of the council and in conformance with 
the conditions of such approval and condition of a special license granted by the state liquor control 
commission.  

(Ord. No. 189, § 1, 9-14-81) 

Cross reference— Alcoholic liquor generally, Ch. 4.  

State Law reference— Liquor control act, MCL 436.1 et seq. 



Sec. 18-22. - Littering.  

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to litter in a public park. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to place or deposit any garbage, glass, tin cans, papers or 
miscellaneous waste in any park or playground except in containers provided for that purpose.  

(Ord. No. 189, §§ 2, 4, 9-14-81) 

Cross reference— Garbage and refuse generally, Ch. 12; littering generally, § 17-76.  

State Law reference— Littering, MCL 752.901. 

Sec. 18-23. - Vandalism.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to commit an act of vandalism in any city park. Vandalism means 
the intentional destruction, damage or defacement of any public or private property, real or personal, without 
the consent of the owner or person having lawful custody of the property. The offense shall include, but not 
be limited to actions taken by cutting, tearing, breaking, marking, painting or drawing when such actions 
have the effect of destroying, damaging or defacing the property.  

(Ord. No. 189, § 3, 9-14-81) 

Cross reference— Destruction of property generally, § 17-101 et seq.  

State Law reference— Malicious mischief, MCL 750.377 et seq. 

Sec. 18-24. - Building fires.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to kindle or build a fire in any park or playground except in fireplaces 
or stoves in any park provided for that purpose. Upon leaving such fire it shall be the duty of the person last 
using it to see that the fire is extinguished.  

(Ord. No. 189, § 5, 9-14-81) 

Cross reference— Open burning generally, § 11-26 et seq. 

Sec. 18-25. - Use of motor vehicles.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to drive or park any motor vehicle in any park or playground except 
in spaces set aside and designated as parking areas. Driving and parking on all streets and public ways 
within any park or bordering on the same shall be subject to the provisions of the Uniform Traffic Code.  

(Ord. No. 189, § 6, 9-14-81) 

Cross reference— Traffic and motor vehicles generally, Ch. 28.  

State Law reference— Michigan Vehicle Code, MCL 257.1 et seq. 

Sec. 18-26. - Hours.  



Public parks shall be open from dawn to dusk. It shall be unlawful for any person to enter upon or 
remain in a park other than during times when the same are open, unless given permission by the city 
manager.  

(Ord. No. 189, § 7, 9-14-81; Ord. No. 385, § 1, 5-22-06)

Sec. 18-27. - Overnight parking.  

Overnight parking in parks is hereby forbidden except that a person may apply to the city manager in 
case of emergency for permission to remain in a park overnight, and such permit shall be in writing issued 
by the city manager and shall not exceed twenty-four (24) hours.  

(Ord. No. 189, § 8, 9-14-81) 

Cross reference— Parking, stopping and standing generally, § 28-31 et seq. 

Sec. 18-28. - Rules and regulations.  

(a) No person shall interfere with any city employee in the discharge of his duties, or refuse to obey any 
lawful command of a city employee or law officer.  

(b) No person shall sell, use or have in his possession any controlled substance for sale or use that is 
prohibited by law.  

(c) It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in violent, abusive, loud, vulgar, lewd, wanton, obscene 
or otherwise disorderly conduct; or to lounge, sit or lie upon walks, roads or as to obstruct free passage 
of others. It shall be unlawful for any persons to be intoxicated and to directly endanger the safety of 
another or of property or to act in a manner causing a public disturbance.  

(d) The maximum speed limit for all vehicles shall be fifteen (15) miles per hour, except where otherwise 
posted. Motor vehicles shall be driven only on designated park roads and in designated parking areas.  

(e) No person shall possess, use, explode, expose for sale, offer for sale, or sell fireworks or any device 
or container containing gunpowder in a city park. (This section shall not apply to law enforcement 
officers.)  

(f) Reserved. 

(g) Any exceptions to these rules must be approved by the city manager or an authorized representative.  

(Ord. No. 240, § 1, 2-22-88; Ord. No. 424, § 1, 1-9-12) 

Cross reference— Interference with police authority, city officers and employees, § 17-32; 
offenses against the person, § 17-56 et seq.; offenses against the peace, § 17-156 et seq.; 
disorderly intoxication in a public place, § 17-158; fireworks, § 17-182; weapons, § 17-196 et 
seq.; indecent or obscene conduct, § 17-217; indecent exposure, § 17-218; traffic and motor 
vehicles, Ch. 28; parking, standing and stopping, § 28-31 et seq. 

Sec. 18-29. - Penalty.  

(a) Unless a section in this chapter specifically provides otherwise, a first violation of any provision of this 
chapter, by any person, is a municipal civil infraction which shall, upon a determination of responsibility, 
be punishable by a fine of not less than fifty dollars ($50.00).  



(b) Unless a section in this chapter specifically provides otherwise, a second violation of any provision of 
this chapter, by any person, is a municipal civil infraction which shall, upon a determination of 
responsibility, be punishable by a fine of not less than one hundred and fifty dollars ($150.00).  

(c) Unless a section in this chapter specifically provides otherwise, a third violation of any provision of this 
chapter, by any person, is a municipal civil infraction which shall, upon a determination of responsibility, 
be punishable by a fine of not less than three hundred dollars ($300.00).  

(d) In addition to a fine, a person determined to be responsible for a municipal civil infraction under this 
chapter shall be assessed the cost of prosecution of not less than nine dollars ($9.00) but not to exceed 
five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(e) The fourth and any subsequent violation of any provision of this chapter, by any person, is a 
misdemeanor which shall, upon conviction, be punishable in accordance with section 1-13 of this 
Code.  

(f) In addition to the penalties provided by this section, the district court shall have equitable jurisdiction 
to enforce any judgment, writ, or order necessary to enforce any provision, the violation of which is a 
municipal civil infraction, including, but not limited to, abatement of the violating condition or the 
granting of any injunctive relief.  

(Ord. No. 319, § 2, 8-12-96) 
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MEMORANDUM 
  
TO:   Allegan City Council 
FROM:   Parker Johnson, Downtown Manager & Assistant to the City Manager 
REVIEWED BY:  Joel Dye, City Manager 
DATE:   May 9, 2022 
 
SUBJECT:  Regent Theatre Free Summer Matinee Sponsorship 
 
 
Action Requested:  
It is requested that City Council donate one meeting’s paycheck to sponsor a 2022 Free Summer 
Matinee at The Regent Theatre. 
 
Background:  
The Regent Theatre will again offer the Free Summer Matinee film series during the months of 
June, July, and August. This program, featuring G and PG rated family movies from the past year, 
draws hundreds to each showing that screens twice a day, Monday through Friday. Families and 
children come from not only the Allegan community but from throughout Allegan County.  

The Free Summer Matinees are made possible by sponsors who help the Regent offset the expense 
of purchasing the rights of the films to show to the public for free. Summer is approaching, and 
the Regent Theatre is in need of one more sponsor to attach their name to the last available film – 
Hotel Transylvania: Transformania. The cost to sponsor a Free Summer Matinee selection is $300 
and includes the sponsor’s name on advertising material and the Regent marquee during the week 
of the show.  

As City Council has done so in the past for the Regent Theatre, it is being asked that they assist in 
continuing the longest running and highest attended film series the Regent and the City of Allegan 
offer to the Allegan and surrounding communities by sponsoring this last remaining film of the 
2022 Free Summer Matinees.  

Attachment(s): 
N/A 
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